
Reading Comprehension with ERIC

To keep your reading comprehension skills ticking over, here are some 
activities for you to have a go at. Remember: some of your answers will be 
short sentences, or one word answers; others will require you to provide 

more detail, including evidence and explanation to support your point.  



What does the word
'wayward' mean?

Bodhi is sat in a muddy 
swamp.  T or F?

Find clues that suggest 
Bodhi is a mischievous 

dog.

Why might Bodhi be 
back on his lead? Use 

evidence from the 
picture to support 

your response.

Use the image of Mr Shore's Dog, Bodhi Boy, to answer 
the ERIC questions. Remember: each question type will 
require you to use a different reading skill.



Use the image, symbolising The Day of the Dead Festival, 
to answer the ERIC questions. Remember: each question 
type will require you to use a different reading skill.

What does the word 
‘spiritual’ mean?

How many guitars can be 
seen?

Why do you think the skull 
masks have been painted in 
vibrant colours and 
patterns?

Use some of the items in the 
picture to suggest where in 
the world Day of the Dead 
might take place?



Use the image, from Anthony Browne’s Hansel and 
Gretel, to answer the ERIC questions. Remember: each 
question type will require you to use a different reading 
skill.

Explain what the term 
‘disconnected’ means in 
relation to the family in the 
picture.

How many items are on the 
mantle piece?

Could the man reading the 
paper be looking for something 
in particular? What might that 
be?

What might the reasons be 
for this family’s unhappiness? 



Use Spike Milligan's poem, The Leg, to answer the ERIC 
questions. Remember: each question type will require you to 
use a different reading skill.

Alas is an expression of:
Delight
Concern
Discomfort
Optimism

What diagnosis did the doctor 
give the leg?

Explain how the other 
characters in the poem failed 
to show sympathy.

How has the author used the 
phrase ‘dead leg’ for another 
purpose? How is this different 
from its usual meaning?



Use the extract from Trash, to answer the ERIC questions. 
Remember: each question type will require you to use a 
different reading skill. Find a word in the text that 

means ‘to journey’.

Who is narrating this section 
of the story?

How can you tell that Gardo
felt anxious about the trip to 
the prison?

Can you explain why Rat would 
want to keep the truth of his 
money secret?


